2019 VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD


Minutes of the February Monthly VAB Meeting

Thursday, February 13, 2020
9:00 AM, Council Chambers

1st Floor, City Hall (St. James)

Council Member Joyce Morgan, Chairman



Cheryl Brown, VAB Clerk, Excused
Council Member Garrett Dennis
, Excused



Heather Pelegrin, VAB Supervisor

School Board Member Cheryl Grymes




Nichole Oswald, VAB Staff
Council Appointed Citizen Member Shirley Dasher


Grace English, VAB Staff

School Board Appointed Citizen Member Kris Barnes
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

In Attendance:

William H. Jeter, Jr., VAB Attorney
Loree French, Counsel to the Property Appraiser
Jerry Holland, Property Appraiser

Keith Hicks, Chief Appraiser

Jim Ogburn, Residential Division Chief, PAO

Keith Hall, Commercial Supervisor, PAO
Dana Clark, Customer Service Division Chief, PAO
Sage Sullivan, Tangible Personal Property Division Chief, PAO
Tiffiny Pinkstaff, Counsel to the Property Appraiser

Chairwoman Morgan called the meeting to order at 9:04 AM

1. Introductions of Board and staff.  
2. Chairwoman Morgan stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the 2019 VAB Board Meeting Minutes from the January 9, 2020 meeting School Board Member Grymes made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes from the 2019 VAB Meeting held on January 9, 2020.  2nd by Citizen Member Dasher.  Board approved 4–0.

3. William Jeter, VAB Attorney, explained the Public Comments procedures.
4. Deferral requests from Petitioners & Public Comments.  There were no speakers and no deferral requests were received.

5. Deferral requests from the Property Appraiser’s Office.  Per email received from Keith Hicks, Chief Appraiser, Property Appraiser’s Office on February 10, 2020, the Property Appraiser’s Office requested that VAB petition #’s 1063, 1064 & 1065 be pulled from the ratification list and that the Board seek guidance and direction from the Department of Revenue (DOR) as it relates to the decisions and interpreting section 193.1554, Florida Statutes, concerning improvements that replace property damaged or destroyed by misfortune or calamity. The VAB attorney pointed out that the VAB (per Rule 12D-9.031(3), Florida Administrative Code) has a duty (and is required) to accept the Special Magistrate Recommendations if the Board finds that the recommendations comply with applicable law. VAB counsel also stated that there is no provision in Florida Statutes or the Florida Administrative Code providing for a DOR opinion as a prerequisite to a VAB decision. The Property Appraiser then asserted that the Recommended Decisions do not comply with applicable law. The Property Appraiser requested that the Recommended Decisions be deferred and that the Property Appraiser be permitted an opportunity to support his assertion with citations of legal authority. After discussion, Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to defer VAB petition #’s 1063, 1064 & 1065 until the March 12, 2020 VAB Board Meeting.  2nd by School Board Member Grymes.  Board approved 4 – 0.
6. Consider the recommended decisions listed on the 3 page excel spreadsheet for the 2019 February 13, 2020 VAB Meeting.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to approve the recommended decisions on the excel spreadsheet except for VAB petition #’s 1063, 1064 & 1065.  2nd by School Board Member Grymes.  Board approved 4–0.
7. Mr. Jeter provided an update regarding the Florida Auditor General’s audit of the 2018 VAB.  The audit is still being conducted.  The auditor reached to VAB staff and requested hearing audio and copies of files for certain VAB petitions.  VAB staff sent the requested information and the audit should be concluded in the coming weeks.
8. Mr. Jeter provided an update regarding the progress since the 2019 VAB Organizational Meeting & January 9, 2020 VAB Board meeting regarding Diversity of VAB, in general, and Special Magistrates, in particular.  The VAB Attorney advised that he wrote Stephen Keller (Chief Assistant General Counsel, Property Tax Oversight Division for the Florida Department of Revenue (“DOR”)) to inquire if the DOR maintained any resources that would assist our VAB in its diversification efforts.  Mr. Keller replied that the DOR does not currently track Diversity within the DOR regarding Special Magistrates. Mr. Jeter also commented on correspondence he had received from a past president of the local Appraisal Institute to the effect that there are few, if any, minority licensed property appraisers locally. Mr. Jeter suggested that recruiting Special Magistrates from other parts of Florida might be difficult in light of the VAB's current policy of not paying mileage, lodging and other travel expenses to out-of-town Special Magistrates. The VAB Chair then suggested that the VAB Attorney provide the VAB, for discussion, information on City of Jacksonville general policies and procedures for travel expenses.
9. Chairwoman Morgan asked if there was any other business before the Board, seeing none, she announced the next Board meeting date & time and the meeting was adjourned.
Announce date and location of next 2019 VAB meeting:

Thursday, March 12, 2020 at 9:00 am







      
1st Floor, City Hall, Council Chambers
Meeting was adjourned at 10:04 AM.
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